What is the Kingdom of God like?
Lk. 13:10-21

INTRO:

1. Everywhere Jesus went He was healing people and teaching them.  So it was nothing unusual for Him to be doing so on the Sabbath.  Even though Jesus was Lord of the Sabbath He was not violating the Law in what He was doing, but that did not stop the Jewish leaders from condemning Him.
2. Another point I want to make here is that Jesus’ mission wasn’t to heal people.  This was done to demonstrate that He was the Son of God.  Jesus never intended to heal everyone here on earth nor does He promise us good health in this life.  In fact the scriptures are clear that God uses our infirmities to demonstrate His glory and power.  Here are just a few verses that demonstrate this:

Slides 2-7—2 Cor. 4:7-10; 16-18
Slides 8—Col. 1:24
Slides 9-13—1 Pet. 2:20-25
3. But there are also physical things that bind us and are used by Satan to keep us bound.  That is what we see in our scripture text today.

4. Jesus was using this healing as a teaching moment and He is still doing that in the lives of believers today.  We need a fresh perspective on suffering.  Didn’t Jesus tell us to deny ourselves daily, take up our cross and follow Him?  Do you realize the cross He was talking about wasn’t a gold one on a chain around your neck but the Roman cross of execution?  This demonstrates we must daily die to self and live for Him.
5. READ TEXT—Lk. 13:10-21—slides 14-22
DISCUSSION:

I. Jesus Healing on the Sabbath—slide 23
1. Slide 23a—A woman crippled by a spirit for eighteen years—verse 11.
2. Not everything is directly contributed to a spirit but in everything we are spiritually at war with Satan and his kingdom.  The scriptures make this clear.

3. Slide 23b—The Jewish leaders who attacked Jesus were hypocrites both because the law allowed for doing good on the Sabbath and because they did these things which were not equal to the deliverance of this woman.  These leaders also missed the spiritual reality of this situation.  We need to understand this reality—
2 Cor. 10:3-5—slides 24-26
4. Slide 27—What are these weapons we fight with?

a) The Word of God—even though Jesus is the Word He also used scripture to deal with Satan, because the scripture is the sword of the Spirit.  Mt. 4:1-11; Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12—slides 28-36
b) Prayer & fasting—Mt. 17:19-21—slides 37-39
c) Faith—faith comes by hearing the Word of God—Rom. 10:11, 17 —slides 40
II. What the Kingdom of God is like—Slide 41
1. It is like a mustard seed that grows to fill the whole earth—Isa. 9:6-7 —slides 42-44
2. Slide 45—It is like yeast that works its way through dough—it must saturate our being—Ps. 92:12-15; Prov. 4:18; Hosea 6:3; 
John 4:13-14—slides 46-50
