Persistent Praying
Lk. 18:1-8

INTRO:

1. As we deal with the ups and downs of life we need to realize that we need help and that it is readily available.  But in order to get the right help we have to seek it in the right place.  Our problem is that we are often either not aware we need help or when we do become aware we first seek it in the wrong place.  Usually we turn to our own storehouse of supply, but it is usually lacking or inadequate.
2. Why are we so slow to seek God’s help first?  Or maybe after we do seek God’s help we give up to quickly because we didn’t get what we wanted right away.  Jesus tells us a parable that challenges us to be persistent in seeking God’s help.
3. READ TEXT
DISCUSSION:

I. If the spirit is willing the flesh is still weak
1. We underestimate the power of the flesh.  Let’s identify what this means.  Romans 7 is the key—READ Rom. 7
2. The only way to conquer the flesh is by the power of the Spirit—READ Rom. 8:1-18
II. God wants to answer our prayers

1. Jesus says, “Will not God bring about justice for His chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?”  God is anxious to help us.  Jesus says this in Matt. 7:9-11 
2. So why the struggle?  Why does God delay with His answer?  There is a spiritual battle going on in the heavenly realm that we don’t see and this is necessary for the full revelation of God to be made known.  Eph. 3:10 tells us that God has intentionally designed that through the church the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms which He purposed from eternity to be accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

3. Therefore our struggle is revealing God’s glory and manifold wisdom which is the most marvelous of all that can be known.  This is quite astounding when you think about what is known from God’s creation.  Many of you have seen the video entitled Indescribable by Louie Giglio and the marvel of the galaxies that we have seen and the almost infinite number of stars in our universe.  Yet as marvelous as that all is it doesn’t compare to the creator of it all.  And the fact that our creator not only wants to make Himself known to us but also have a personal relationship with us is in itself indescribable.

4. So as we read in Rom. 8 our present suffering isn’t worth comparing to the glory that God is revealing to us.  Since God is anxious to answer our prayers it is necessary for us to be persistent in seeking the answer so that when the answer comes we will be ready to receive it.  Daniel is a great example of this: Dan. 9:1-19; 10:2-3; 12-14
III. Persistence brings great benefit

1. The apostle Paul declares: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Gal. 6:9)  “To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, He will give eternal life.” (Rom. 2:7)  James writes, “Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming.  See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains.  You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.” (James 5:7-8)
2. Jesus gives us great promise of reward if we are faithful to the end: here is what He says to the church: Rev. 2:7, 10, 17, 26-29, 3:5-6, 12-13, 21-22 

3. So God, who is much better than any earthly judge, will give us far more, so let us be persistent in seeking God’s help.  Pray always and don’t give up.
