Receiving the Kingdom of God
Luke 18:15-17
INTRO:

1. Becoming like little children is a requirement to enter the kingdom of God.  But what does this really mean?  It certainly doesn’t mean to be childish, as scripture calls for us to be mature adults.  No this has to do with the right kind of attitude, which flies in the face of the world’s perspective.
2. Today as we look at our scripture text we need to continue to discover the deep truth set forth here by Jesus, in order to receive all that God wants to impart to us.
3. READ TEXT
4. Let me say in beginning that it is a given that little children have a sin nature but it hasn’t yet poisoned their minds.  They are usually receptive to the things of God.  As they grow into adults they begin to take on the roots of their fleshly sin nature.  Having said that let’s now look at what Jesus is teaching us here.

DISCUSSION:

I. Little children are very dependent
1. Little children are so vulnerable in their circumstances and especially as a baby are totally helpless.  They begin life by looking to their parents for all their care.

2. We too are totally dependent upon God; for air, water, soil, sunshine; in other words a world that we can inhabit.  It is no different in our spiritual life, but it is not as easily recognized.  We can mask our spiritual needs with material things.  The scripture calls this idolatry.  That is why the last thing the apostle John says is to keep ourselves from idols—keep from allowing things to give us a false sense of independence.  
3. Only God can give us what we need for true life—“God has given us everything thing we need for life and godliness through the knowledge of Christ Jesus.  In Him God has given us His very great and precious promises so we may participate in His divine nature and escape the corruption in this world.”  2 Pet. 1:3-4
4. God has made every provision for our spiritual existence: Ps. 84:4-12
II. Little children are very teachable

1. Children begin by adopting their parent’s worldview.  We need to be open to allowing God to shape His world view in us.
2. What is God’s worldview?  It is contrary to our natural worldview and beyond us discovering it on our own.  Rom. 11:33-36
3. God’s view is eternal—as the apostle Peter tells us, God’s view of time is very different than ours—one day as a thousand years.  We are so temporal that it is hard for us to keep a right perspective of eternity.
4. Are we willing to let God teach us His ways?  2 Cor. 2:7-12.  How willing are you to allow the Holy Spirit to teach you these things?
III. Little children want the truth

1. Little children have a great curiosity to learn and they want to know the truth.  We need to always be willing to accept the truth.  God desires those who worship Him to do so in spirit and in truth.
2. Jesus declared that He is truth and He said that those who are of the truth will follow Him.  John 18:37
3. Are we of the truth?
IV. God is truth

1. Jesus chooses this occasion to teach us a great truth about God.  All through scripture God states that He is the defender of the orphan and the widow.  This is an amazing fact about our God.  Why would the most powerful being in existence care for the most powerless?  This can only be answered in plumbing the depths of the love of God.  God’s love is beyond understanding—Eph. 3:17-19
2. God doesn’t love because He needs too, He loves because He is love and this is the way of love.  This is not a worldly love either but an all comprehensive love.  We sometimes as believes focus only on agape love but God created our emotions too and this love permeates all areas of our lives.  When Jesus looked over the city of Jerusalem He wept for those who would reject Him.  When Jesus came to raise Lazarus from the dead He wept for the peoples sorrow.  They said, “My how He must have loved him.”  
3. True love is vulnerable to being hurt and no one has been hurt more deeply than God over the sins of the world.  Jesus said, “No greater love has anyone than to lay down their lives for their friends,” but God’s love exceeded this when He laid down His life for us while we were His enemies.

4. When Jesus told us that He was giving a new command—to love others as He loved them—this truly was revolutionary.  We are told to love our enemies and this is only possible when we have God’s supernatural love being poured into our hearts by His Holy Spirit.

5. God’s love is given freely because God is love—1 John 4:7-21
CONC:
1. We must develop the receiving heart of a child to be able to receive all that God wants to give us.  God won’t force His way upon us, He will just be forced to separate us from Himself if we don’t willingly receive His love like a little child would from their parents.

2. What an awesome God we have: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 

