The Mystery of the Kingdom of God
Lk. 17:11-37

INTRO:

1. Last week we had a mountain top experience.  If you came today expecting to top that you may be disappointed.  You can’t stay on the mountain in this life and when you come off the mountain there is always a valley that will confront us.  One of those great mountain top experiences was when Peter John and James, Moses and Elijah were present for the transfiguration of Jesus.  But immediately when they left they came down into a valley to discover that Jesus’ disciples were trying to deliver a boy from a demon.  They were unable to do so.  Jesus became so exasperated with them that He declared: “O unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall I stay with you and put up with you?” (Lk. 9:41)

2. It’s great to have those mountain top experiences because they strengthen our faith, but we will always go into another valley in this life for that is the circumstances we face while living here.  Do you grow dull and weary in your Christian walk?  Are you always looking for some kind of emotional high?  Then you will be like the reed in the wind always being blown here and there.

3. For over a month now I have been challenging us to look for God’s leading in our lives.  So now what have we discovered?  What has God revealed to us?  Because we are a small fellowship we are more aware of our lack and pressing needs than we might otherwise be.  This causes us to seek the Father for His help.  But we should always do this.  However we are not always as diligent about this nor as aware of it as we should be.

4. My college friend David Schwartzkopf has been in communication with me regarding their small fellowship in Indianapolis.  Due to some difficult circumstances they are considering whether to continue their church.  In my discussions with him I became more aware of God’s communication to me.  God communicates with us in many ways and we should always be attentive.  It might be through our circumstances or it might be through a fellow believer.  It can be by the silent promptings of the Holy Spirit or it can come through a difficult coworker or neighbor.  So learning to listen to God’s voice means listening to all of our life’s experiences and asking God for the wisdom to interpret and understand them.

5. So as we consider what God is speaking to us as we seek Him I want to begin with reading from Luke 17 as we continue now with our study through the life of Jesus.  How pertinent is today’s scripture for us as we encounter this moment in time in our lives.

6. Read text
7. I’ve entitled my message, “The Mystery of the Kingdom of God.”  This is certainly so as the kingdom doesn’t come as we would expect a kingdom to be built.  Since we are engaged in building this kingdom let’s see how it is going.
DISCUSSION:

I. Only a foreigner responds
1. God is moving some to start new ministries and others to join them.  I’m excited about what God is going to do.  At the conference Susan outlined some ideas about further development of Helping Hands and the youth being involved.
2. J.P. is motivated to want to expand the Sunday morning breakfast as you can see if you noticed the sign out front.  There was a concern about the possibility of publicly inviting people because we might get some bad character to show up.  Then I was reminded of this verse: “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.  Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” (Lk. 14:12-14) 
3. Only a foreigner responds.  People are ungrateful and expect somebody else to do something for them.  Why didn’t the others come to at least say thank you?  It is no different today.  People expect the government to do for them what they should do for themselves.  How did the United States become the world’s greatest super power without government help?  

4. Jesus heals ten lepers but only one comes back to thank Him and that one was a Samaritan.  Are we wanting a sanitized ministry?

5. Rick showed a clip from the movie “Second Chance” at the conference.  Then I watched the movie this past week and what a story it tells.  It tells of a church in the inner city that ministered to the people in the ghettos and the difficulties of doing so.  It’s not easy nor pleasant, but it is what God desires.
II. God’s kingdom doesn’t come with careful observation

1. We are so connected to this physical world that when we think of God’s kingdom we naturally think of it from a earthly perspective.  When the Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom would come, they were thinking of a physical earthly power.  But notice Jesus answer carefully, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, because the kingdom of God is within you.”
2. God’s kingdom is not an earthly kingdom, but a heavenly one.  It is coming even now and we saw this clearly last week during those baptisms.  It is a spiritual kingdom and if you are looking for an earthly kingdom you will be disappointed.  Jesus used the phrase “kingdom of heaven” 31 times in the gospels and “kingdom of God” 51 times.  Not once does He ever indicate that His kingdom would be an earthly kingdom.
3. In fact in Ezekiel we have him describing a temple from chapter 40-48 that must speak of a heavenly temple not an earthly one.  All through the history of the revelation of God’s word we see Him pointing to a heavenly home, not an earthly one.  We see this overview in Heb. 11: Heb. 11:8-10; 13-16; 12:22-24
4. So you see why we are so often disappointed in this life, because we are not focused on our heavenly destination as we should be.  So set your minds on things above and not on earthly things, since you have been raised with Christ who is seated at the right hand of God the Father.
III. God’s kingdom is a spiritual one.
1. The kind of worshipers God seeks are those who worship Him in Spirit and truth.  These are those who have their focus on a spiritual kingdom.  This is why the kingdom Jesus spoke about is within you and not measured in earthly terms; as He said, “it doesn’t come by physical observation.”
2. After we die we receive a spiritual body to replace our physical one—1 Cor. 15:42-49  

3. And we receive a heavenly inheritance—1 Pet. 1:3-2:25 as we read this notice how often Peter refers to us being aliens and strangers here in this world, obviously looking for a permanent home in heaven.
4. So life here on earth is hard and beset with evil but we are equipped to overcome it.  Just don’t give up—2 Cor. 4:16-5:5
