Compassion + Forgiveness + Love = Truth
Eph. 4:29-32
INTRO:

1. Please open your Bibles to Colossians chapter three and in a few minutes we will read from there.  I have entitled my message: Compassion + Forgiveness + Love = Truth
2. The apostle John stated in his gospel: “The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  This statement continues to intrigue me and I’m amazed at the depth and paradox of it.  Wasn’t the law the truth of God?  What is to be distinguished from it that Jesus Christ brought into the picture?  How does grace and truth stand in contrast to the law?
3. These are questions that if we don’t adequately answer we will not know the power of the gospel.  In fact the gospel message is often thought of in terms of coming to salvation in Jesus but not in terms of sanctification.  Yet it is clear from Romans 1:16-17 that the power of the gospel is for living the Christian life: “The gospel is the power of God for salvation for all, because in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from beginning to end, for God said ‘The righteous will live by faith.’”
4. You have probably heard someone say when bad things happen, “God is in absolute control.”  Well I’ve got some news for you.  While God could be in absolute control, He has chosen to relinquish His control of your will to you in order for you to make a choice: a choice for Him or a choice for yourself.  I cannot emphasize this point enough—the reason sin entered the world was because God gave Adam and Eve the freedom to choose whither to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  One reason bad things continue to happen is because God allows mankind to choose between good and evil; between God and the flesh; between God’s way or our way.

5. This then is the reason for the distinction between the law and grace and truth.  The law demands perfection but only one person can live up to its perfection and that man is Jesus Christ.  Therefore the law can only bring death to us because the demand of the law for breaking the law is death.  This is where grace and truth can set us free.  In exploring this dimension I want to reflect to some extent upon my 23 years with Chancellor Christian Church.  As most of you know we have seen some conflict along the way and this has caused destruction along with the building of God’s Kingdom.  It’s like the parable Jesus told regarding the sowing of wheat and then later it was discovered that someone also came in and sowed weeds in with the wheat.  What did Jesus say to do?  Let them grow together and God will sort it out at the end of time.
6. No one really likes conflict and most run from it.  They do this by using subterfuge—we call it playing politics.  That is why we like to vote on things so we don’t have to face the issues head on.  But the Bible teaches just the opposite.  You will find that the times people in the Bible voted on things it always brought trouble and often disaster.  Just think of Israel when they were getting ready to enter the Promised Land—they ended up wondering in the wilderness for 40 years.  We American’s think that we have found the key to good government but how well is it really working?  How many years of the United States existence has it been involved in some kind of war?  We had one of the worst civil wars any country has ever had and the most devastating one in our history.  Voting pits people against people and causes them to seek their own way rather than seeking God’s way.
7. Many of you have heard of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, founded by Dr. James Kennedy in 1960.  When he died in Sept. of 2007 the church was in decline, having known him as their only pastor.  In May of 2009 the grandson of Billy Graham, Tullian Tchividjian became their second pastor with a 91% vote approval.  However in the summer of that same year Dr. James Kennedy’s daughter began circulating a petition to remove him from his new position.  It led to a vote in September in which 71 % voted to keep him as pastor.  Tchividjian wrote the following about this in his recent book: “Never had I experienced anything so tough.  I could hardly eat, had trouble sleeping, and was continually battling nausea.  I felt at the absolute end of myself.  I needed resurrecting.  It was the summer of ’09, the low point in the most challenging and difficult year of my life.  Thankfully it was vacation time so we left and never had I need it more. (Go to kindle to finish reading).
8. I say a hearty amen!  We too often think that coming into the church will change everything.  But church people are still sinners and they will still act according to the flesh.  Right now we have some of our church family away on the Emmaus Weekend.  This is an experience which my mother described very succinctly as a taste of heaven on earth.  But when people get back into the real world they will find that the very people who were with them on that weekend are still not perfect and they can be hurt very deeply by them.

9. Job said, “man is born to trouble as surely as the sparks fly upward; born of woman and in only a few days he is full of trouble.”  Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble.  But be of good cheer!  I have overcome the world.”  And therein lays the key.  You see Jesus brought grace and truth for us and we must lay hold of it.  In helping us do so let’s now read from Col. 3:1-17
10. Now I want you to think of your personal relationships with other believers and ask yourself am I really living this?  Or do I excuse my behavior with my own selfish reasons?  Ask yourself this: Do I really do as scripture teaches in Philippians 2 verse 3, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider the interests of others ahead of your own interests and treat them better than you want to be treated.”
11. When conflict comes and it will you are required to do at least two things: Forgive as God has forgiven you and go to the one with whom you have conflict and try to resolve it.  This won’t be easy but that shouldn’t matter if you are really committed to living the Christian life.  So if someone comes to you to talk about a problem they have with another person, gently remind them of this and offer to go with them to help in resolving the conflict.  The world needs us to demonstrate how we can resolve our differences.  

12. Here is an excerpt from an interview with Tullian Tchividjian, current pastor of Coral Ridge church which I spoke of earlier: 
Conflict seems to be everywhere, from the debate over national health care to Kanye West interrupting Taylor Swift on stage at MTV's Video Music Awards. Given the high-profile dispute at Coral Ridge, how do you persuade the world that the church is any different?
     I'm not sure that the difference between the church and the world is the absence of conflict. We are all fallen people in a broken world. The difference is how we respond to conflict and how we recover from conflict.
     My hope and prayer is that here at Coral Ridge, we will respond to this conflict in a way that demonstrates for the watching world the reconciling power of the gospel.
If you were an unchurched person reading about dissident church members trying to oust their pastor, how open would you be to seeing Christianity as the answer for your life?
     Not very open. Francis Schaeffer once said that division inside the church gives the world the justification they're looking for not to believe.
     This conflict ensued because those who had a grievance did not come to me or the leadership of the church, but they took it to the street. They did not follow Matthew 18.
     As a result of not handling their grievance or their complaint biblically, conflict ensued and we gave the world the justification they're looking for not to believe the gospel.
     I have every reason to believe that God has allowed this conflict to take place so that the way we recover from this will be a powerful demonstration of the gospel.

13. Let this be true in your life.  Now I want to hand out a scripture which I have printed in a format that you can post somewhere to read it frequently.  When we all have one I want us to read it in unison. 
14. As we think about this how beneficial is our conversation with others?  Are we building them up or being careless with the way we speak and act?  How considerate of others are we?  Ex: the rudeness of the cell phone.
15. To bear fruit that will last with our lives requires death.  Jesus said we must die in order that we might live.  Daily Christian living, in other words, is daily Christian dying: dying to our trivial comforts, soul-shrinking conveniences, arrogant preferences, and self-centered entitlements, and living for something much larger than what makes us comfortable and safe.  God does everything through people who understand they’re nothing.  And God does nothing through those who think they’re everything.

