Jesus + Nothing = Everything
Lk. 18:18-30

INTRO:

1. Three weeks ago I spoke on the story of the rich man who came to Jesus and asked what he needed to do to inherit eternal life.  Today I want to look at this story again from a different perspective.
2. I’ve entitled my message, Jesus + Nothing = Everything.

3. READ TEXT
DISCUSSION:

I. Everything
1. Wanting everything—Mk. 8:34-37; Mt. 16:24-28; 1John 2:15-17
2. Gaining nothing—Mt. 10:34-39; Lk. 9:24-25
II. Nothing

1. He who is everything became nothing so that we who are nothing could receive everything—Phil. 2:6-11
2. Apart from God we are nothing—but when God is everything to us then we become somebody—Col. 3:1-4
III. Jesus

1. Jesus is everything for everything that exists came from Him—Col. 1:15-20
2. Everything comes from God, the creator, Jesus Christ and the very imago dei, the image of God; our created being comes from God.  While sin separated us from God it did not obliterate the image of God, which He put in us—Rom. 1:19-20; Job 32:8
3. Only Jesus Christ can draw us to God, but all men have the necessary implant—the image of God which will allow them to be drawn—that is why they are without excuse.  I Am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.
4. Our response in faith is nothing for which we can take credit and the moment we want to look to our own effort for credit before God we have failed the test—2 Cor. 13:5.  It is only Christ in us that enables us to accomplish His good works: Eph. 2:8-10; Phil. 2:12-16
5. We are created by God to work out our salvation with due diligence but this in no way counts for our righteousness; only being clothed with the righteousness of Christ will count before God—Gal. 3:23-29; Rom. 4:1-5
6. When the rich man asked Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life, Jesus was pointing out to him that his reliance upon his own righteousness wouldn’t work.  Jesus plus anything else equals zero.  Only Jesus plus nothing can equal eternal life.  Anything more equals idolatry and God cannot allow idolatry.  “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.” (1 John 5:21)
