A “Good” Question
Mt. 19:16-30; Mk. 10:17-31; Lk. 18:18-30

INTRO:

1. Man likes to come up with theological systems—we have systematic theology; millennial theories; systems of doctrines; and even systems of thought named after men—and all of this leads to division and confusion.
2. Today as we look at our scripture text we will see that often what is plainly said gets overridden by too much deep thinking.  Now there is nothing wrong with deep thinking and God is definitely a deep thinker.  But we must be careful that our deep thinking doesn’t obscure the simple things God has revealed.  So let’s read our scripture and then look at those simple things that have been obscured by some.

3. READ TEXT
DISCUSSION:

I. What are we to do?
1. When Jesus was asked this question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” His answer was not, “Oh, there’s nothing you can do; God has to do it all.”  Nor when Peter was asked on the day of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2, “Brothers, what shall we do?” he didn’t say, “Oh there’s nothing you can do.”  Peter answered their question this way: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  Again, when Paul & Silas were asked by the Philippian jailor, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” he didn’t respond with saying, “There’s nothing you can do.”  Instead he said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”
2. Yet today there is extensive teaching telling people exactly this—there’s nothing you can do to be saved—God has to do it all.  But notice Jesus simple answer: “If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.”  Now I know deep thinkers come up with a lot of words to set aside such a simple response but how misguided.  In fact I believe that due to certain systems of thinking the scripture gets distorted.  This happens with certain things that are mysteries.

3. One such example is the paradox of God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility.  Some think they need to protect God’s sovereignty and in the process negate man’s responsibility.  On the other hand, some trying to understand man’s free will negate God’s sovereignty.  However God has made it clear in the scripture that He has given us certain responsibility with corresponding consequences or rewards and God is certainly can protect His sovereignty.  At the very beginning when God placed man in the Garden of Eden He said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and rule over all the earth.  You are free to eat from any tree in the garden, except the tree of knowledge of good and evil, for when you do you will surely die.”  God gave man the choice and he freely exercised it.
4. All through scripture God is constantly giving mankind choices with blessings and curses, according to the choices he makes.  It is no different in our scripture today.  So when Jesus is asked by this young man what he must do to inherit eternal life, Jesus gives him a clear and direct answer—keep the commandments.

5. Does this mean that we are saved by our good works?  Absolutely not!  One cannot earn their way to God.  So why would Jesus leave this question open like this?  Because there is a balance between God’s divine action and our God given responsibility.  This is alluded to when Jesus tells this young man that only God is good.  And when one understands the fullness of God’s grace he knows that his good works doesn’t earn anything from God.

6. This is Paul’s point in Romans 4:1-5
7. Just before this Paul has stated that a righteousness apart from the law has come which is based on faith through the redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ.  So he asked this question: Rom. 3:27-31
8. Most people never get this last point—that we uphold the law with our faith.  Man is accountable because God has given man a choice and he can freely choose.  There is a system of doctrine that teaches that man is totally depraved and cannot even make a choice unless God enables him to do so.  But how foolish this is since it is clear that God has called each of us to make a choice.  When God says, choose this day whom you will serve, either Me or other god’s, it is clear that we are able to make that choice.  While it is true that humanity can be very depraved, there isn’t any teaching that says we are totally depraved.
9. The scripture makes it clear that it is our personal sin that condemns us not Adam’s sin.  Adam’s sin merely condemned us to death and opened us up to sinning, which we will inevitably do.  Rom. 5:12-14; our sin separates us from God and this gap can only be bridged by God, which He has accomplished in Christ Jesus.
10. Ezekiel makes it clear that you die because of your sin—Ezek. 18:19-20
11. So how does grace and faith work?  Eph. 2:8-10—
12. This is why James doesn’t contradict Paul, because a saving faith is an active faith, one that is alive and puts our trust in Jesus to receive His grace and so be saved.  It is not merit or anything earned by simply making the choice to choose God and it is clear from overwhelming scripture references that this is the way God has designed it.  God’s sovereignty is still His while at the same time He has given man the responsibility to freely make a choice between Himself or something else.

13. Jesus not only tells this man to obey the commandments but also adds one more thing; to sell his stuff and follow Him.  
II. The rich and poor

1. While it is true that God cares for the poor that is not the reason Jesus has told this man to sell his stuff and give it to the poor.  First of all Jesus was under no allusion that poverty would ever be eradicated in this life.  In fact on another occasion, when a woman poured very expensive perfume on Jesus’ head, indignant disciples said, “What a waste.  This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”  But hear Jesus answer: Mt. 26:10-13
2. In our world there are misguided Christians that think that the rich should be forced to give their stuff to the poor.  But notice that Jesus didn’t force this man to comply.  In fact the issue was this man’s heart and not the poor.  Paul states: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people eager for money, have wondered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (1 Tim. 6:10)  Just prior to this Paul states: 1 Tim. 6:6-9
3. There is a lot of talk about poverty in this country now, but it really masks nothing more than greed and envy.  The so called poor not only have food, clothing and shelter, but they have free hospital care, cars, televisions and often air-conditioning.  Even many of the homeless have the minimum that Paul states here and they live in a country where they can get a job and become better off.  The so called poor want what the rich have and are willing to even become violent to obtain it as was demonstrated this last week.

4. Jesus is about more than material things—He is dealing with the heart.  Jesus says: “I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  The disciples are stunned because they think that the rich have an inside track to God, because of their money.  But Jesus tells them it is one of the greatest stumbling blocks to one’s salvation.  This is one reason that many Americans are not very receptive to the gospel.
5. By the way we see here the matter of man’s free will being on full display—why would it be any harder for a rich man to be saved if it all depended upon God?  While God certainly must upon the heart of man, he does so in what we call prevenient grace—God wooing us through His providential work in the world.  This is clear from Rom. 1:18: “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”  Each one is still called to make his own choice.

6. When the disciples realize they aren’t going to get rich following Jesus they are concerned about their future
III. Blessings now and later

1. God offers rewards for good work.  Since God has made us in His image this means that He also desires rewards from His own work—for example: when He completed the creation He said it was very good.  God also delights in His people—Ps. 149:4; Isa. 62:4—; Zeph. 3:17
2. God will reward us, even in this life but especially in the life to come: “For everyone who has left all to follow Jesus will receive a hundred times as much here and inherit eternal life after death.”  I can already testify to this blessing.
3. But this life will not be without trouble and sometimes even persecution, but the blessing here is more than material—listen to Paul, one who knew more than his share of persecution: Phil. 4:10-20
4. The greatest reward is our eternal home—Rev. 21:1-7
