God’s marvelous Grace
Mt. 20:1-16

INTRO:

1. It is so easy for man in his natural state to overlook or ignore the grace of God.  When we have worked hard for something and have been successful we want to take full credit for what we have done, probably even boast about it.  At the very least we want others to notice and be impressed.  But when we understand our position before God it changes our attitude.

2. Such is the lesson from the parable Jesus told in Matthew chapter 20.  Matthew is the only gospel to record this parable and it is a fascinating story.  It demonstrates God’s wonderful generosity toward all mankind.
3. God’s grace is especially on display at this time of year with the Christmas season.

4. READ TEXT
5. This parable follows Jesus response to the rich young ruler in the previous chapter.  Jesus concluded His teaching there with these words: And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. (Mt. 19:29-30)
6. So Jesus is continuing His teaching on entering the kingdom of heaven.
DISCUSSION:

I. Lessons from the parable
1. Jesus wasn’t teaching that everyone should be equal.

2. Jesus wasn’t dealing with the issue of fairness.

3. Jesus wasn’t teaching that God doesn’t give rewards for a job well done.
4. Jesus was teaching that God makes the offer of His grace to us, we don’t seek it.  The workers were standing idly in the market place. Apart from God’s gracious call, life has no ultimate purpose.  Before we become servants of Christ, our lives account for little more than standing around in the marketplace.  The world passes by, and we’re going nowhere. But God finds us idle and offers us work.  His love makes contact and gives purpose and direction.
5. Jesus was teaching that God shows no favoritism.  Rom. 2:9-11: There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  For God does not show favoritism.  There are many verses throughout scripture that make this point.  Here are just a few: Deut. 10:17; 2 Chron. 19:7; Acts 10:34; Eph. 6:9
6. Jesus was teaching us that we should not envy what others have, nor covet their things.
7. Jesus was teaching that we should not compare ourselves with others.  Instead we need to look to what calling and tasks God has assigned us and be faithful in them.  When Jesus was restoring Peter to his calling after the resurrection, Peter looked over at John and he immediately asked, “Lord, what about him?”  Jesus said, “What is it to you what I do with him?  You must follow me.”  Therefore keep your eyes and focus on Jesus.
8. Jesus was teaching that God’s grace engages our participation.  His grace is at work in us so that we are enabled to accomplish God’s good work with our lives here on earth.  Only when we get to heaven will we fully know what we have accomplished for Him.
II. Application to our lives
1. We can’t impress God with our achievements but we can please Him with our devotion to Him.  This devotion comes from the realization that we have received grace upon grace.  For from the fullness of Jesus we have all received grace upon grace.  (John 1:16)
2. God rejects our comparisons.  To understand our sinfulness, we should examine our tendency toward discontent and ungratefulness.  Like children, we demand equal treatment when we think that we have received less than others.  Yet we are rarely concerned for others when we’re ahead of them.  Like the landowner, however, God holds us to our agreement.  God keeps his promises.  Comparing ourselves to others will not help our defense when we stand before God nor will it help us in living our lives now.
3. God’s rewards are His to determine and no one else’s.  When Jesus gave the example of the servant working in the field all day and coming in from his labor, he still has to prepare the meal for his master.  Yet Jesus says this: “When you have done everything you were told to do, you are still unworthy servants, ever though we did our duty.”  
4. Finally, Jesus wants us to learn and live humility: “The last will be first, and the first will be last.”  Many people we don’t expect to see in the kingdom will be there.  The criminal who repented as he was dying (Luke 23:40–43) will be there, along with people who have believed and served God for many years.  The Jews were promised the kingdom first, but the Gentile believers will share the kingdom along with them.  God offers his kingdom to all kinds of people everywhere. God’s grace accepts the world’s outcasts.  No one has a claim to God’s generosity; it is by his grace alone.  No one has a claim to position in the kingdom; God will make the appointments—the last and first cannot be earned, bought, or bargained for (see 20:20–23).
5. I want to close with my favorite verse on this topic of humility from Philippians chapter 2.  I’m going to read it from the New Living Translation so listen carefully to this scripture:

Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ?  Any comfort from his love?  Any fellowship together in the Spirit?  Are your hearts tender and compassionate?  2Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.

3Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others.  Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves.  4Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.

5You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.

6Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to.  7Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being.  When he appeared in human form, 8he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.  9Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all other names, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

12Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you.  And now that I am away, it is even more important.  Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear.  13For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

14Do everything without complaining and arguing, 15so that no one can criticize you.  Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people.  16Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not useless.  17But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like a liquid offering to God, just like your faithful service is an offering to God.  And I want all of you to share that joy.  (Phil. 2:1-17)

