The Fulfillment of all Things
Lk. 18:31-34

INTRO:

1. This time of the year is filled with both excitement and dread.  That is because of both hope and disappointment.  We get excited when we believe we are going to get something which we really like, but disappointed when our hopes are not fulfilled.  Prov. 13:12 says, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
2. So what are your expectations for this season of the year?  Are there material things you wish to receive?  Are you concerned about family relationships and how to spend the holidays?  Are you concerned about what others will think when you choose to go to certain events?  Do you get stressed by the pressure of activates during this time of year?
3. If any of this is true then the joy of the Christmas Season gets overrun by the dread of the pressure which comes with it.  And the spiritual reality of what Christmas is really about gets lost and that is the main reason we are disappointed with this time of year.

4. However if we see the eternal perspective which God has and what He wants to reveal through us then we will truly experience the joy of Christmas.  The twelve chosen apostles were confused about these things because they were looking at them from an earthly perspective.  So Jesus is working to give them the heavenly perspective they need to properly understand the scriptures.  Yet people are no different today even though we have more of the story unfolded for us then they did; people are still confused about what God is doing in this world.  As we read our text scripture today let’s ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds to see God’s eternal truth here on earth.  
DISCUSSION:

I. The Promise of the New Covenant
1. The promise to Abraham—Gen. 12:1-3
2. Gospel is announced to Abraham with this promise and is the beginning of preparing the way for the New Covenant.  So 99% of the Old Testament was focused on the first coming of Jesus and not His second return.  In fact in all my reading about Jewish thought before the first coming of the Messiah, I know of no writing where they were thinking of a second coming.
3. The covenant made through Moses doesn’t set aside the promise made to Abraham—Gal. 3:6-9, 16-18
II. The fulfillment of all things
1. Notice our text again: Jesus says, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that was written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.”  Jesus made it clear after His resurrection that all the writings of the Old Testament pointed to Him and His first coming.  “Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, Jesus explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” (Lk. 24:27)  This trip from Jerusalem to Emmaus probably took them three hours or more so this would have been an extensive discussion, in which Jesus would have gone in to great detail regarding the meaning of the Old Testament and how it was focused entirely on Him, not some future event.
2. Then out text says, The disciples did not understand any of this and didn’t know what Jesus was talking about.  Many today are still in this same predicament.  Why do people so misunderstand this reality of the scriptures today?  Why do so many still believe that many of the Old Testament prophesies are still to be fulfilled when Jesus spoke so clearly and the Apostles in their writings were also so clear?  I submit to you that it is because we are too caught up with an earthly view instead of a heavenly perspective.
3. This was the case with the Apostles right before Jesus’ ascension.  Acts 1:4-8
4. The thief on the cross had this heavenly perspective—when he said to Jesus: “Remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  Do you realize that this man was able to look beyond the cross and know that Jesus would be coming into His kingdom?  

5. On the day of Pentecost, when the apostles were accused of being drunk, Peter stood up and declared this: Acts 2:16-21
6. Why is all this important?  Because we will not be deceived by those who Jesus said would come trying to deceive us about Him— “Watch out that you are not deceived.  For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them.” (Lk. 21:8)
7. Furthermore we will have the right heavenly view and not the wrong earthly view.

8. This was the mentality of the Hebrew writer—Hebrews 12:14-2
9. We do not need to be in the dark like those disciples were.
