True honor
Lk. 14:1-14

INTRO:

1. It is our nature to want first place and we will do what we have to, to achieve it.  The only one entitled to first place chooses the last place.  Why would He do this?  The better we understand this, the better we will live in harmony with God.
2. Today’s scripture is a hard one to live up too.  Only by the Spirit of God living in us can we truly achieve this.  Even when people understand the principle of the first being last and the last being first they can be motivated by the wrong thing.  We need have God transform our motives.  The motive of our heart is what Jesus is speaking too in our scripture.

3. READ TEXT—slides 2-11
DISCUSSION:

I. Jesus and a prominent Pharisee—slide 12
1. On several occasions Jesus would heal on the Sabbath.  He did this for two reasons: a) it was the right thing to do; b) to draw out the arrogance of the Pharisees.  Jesus is at the house of a “prominent Pharisee.”  They would always seek the highest place, because they loved the praise of men.
2. Slide 13—Jesus is focused on what is in our hearts.  This opportunity becomes an object lesson for Him to teach about true humility.  There is a false humility.  This is what the Pharisees did to make people think they were righteous: Mt. 23:2-12—slides 14-19
II. Choose the lowest position—slide 20
1. It is just our nature to want to be first.  We want to be noticed.  We want to win.  But being first and winning is upside down by God’s standard.  
2. It’s easy to miss this point though because when we see what gets us ahead of others we can still have the wrong motive.  God looks at the heart so we can’t fool God.  

3. Slide 21—We must genuinely seek to have our hearts right.  This is what King David discovered after his sin with Bathsheba—
Ps. 51:10-12—slides 22-23
4. Slide 24—The right attitude—Phil. 2:1-11—slides 25-31
III. Give dinner for the disadvantaged—slide 32
1. Jesus isn’t telling us this is the only ones we can give dinner, but He is challenging us to include this in our plans.  This is the real demonstration of the right motive and the right attitude.  And it’s not enough to do it once and then think we got that out of the way.
2. When we understand our true position before God and that we are helpless without His provision, then we consider how we ought to help out those who are truly in need.  

3. Slide 33—We are called to help the weak—slides 34-55
4. When we practice these things we will learn what is true honor.
