True Worship

John 4:24

1. Today I’m moving off my predetermined format of our study in the gospels and I’m going to talk about worship.  I do this from time to time to inform you who have joined us since I spoke about this and to continue to remind the rest of us what God tells us is true worship.
2. Our foundation verse for this study is found in John 4:24.  So just write that verse down on the note page in your bulletin as I read it: “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
3. While we are physical human beings we are also spiritual beings and we must continually be reminded of this.  This is the reality of what Paul says in Romans: “I beseech you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living and holy sacrifices, which is pleasing to God.  This is truly the way to worship God.” (12:1)
4. Because we are called to be a spiritual people and are members of God’s household He is building us into a holy temple in the Lord in which God dwells by His Holy Spirit.  Therefore we are a holy chosen people, a royal priesthood, belonging to God, that we may declare His praises by offering spiritual sacrifices as we serve Him by serving others.

5. That we are chosen by God to serve others was made abundantly clear by Jesus many times.  On one occasion Jesus said this: “Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mt. 20:26-28)
6. One of the very important ways that we facilitate this is through corporate worship.  There are different dynamics that take place in our experience as believers.  One dynamic is when Jesus said He would always be with us and He promised to never leave or forsake us.  A second dynamic is when Jesus said where two or three are gathered He would be in their midst.  The third dynamic is in the corporate worship of the gathered body.  This part is critical and needs extra emphasis because it is the most neglected.  That is why the Hebrew writer gave this challenge and warning: “let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.” (Heb. 10:24-27)
7. The scripture makes it clear that there are dynamics that take place in the gathering of the body of Christ that are missed when you neglect that assembly.  This is most clearly stated in 1 Cor. 12-14.  Today I’m going to look at selected verses from these three chapters to help us be more committed to the assembling of the saints.  
8. First we learn that Jesus has given gifts to His people by His grace which He has extended to us after His resurrection: Eph. 4:7-8—slide 2
9. Second we learn that these gifts are given for others, not just for ourselves alone: 1 Cor. 12:4-7—slides 3-4
10. Third, one of the fundamental purposes of these gifts is for the edification of the body and the gathering of the body is primarily for the edification of those gathered, not to evangelize unbelievers.  If this is practiced, when an unbeliever comes to our assembly he may be converted.  1 Cor. 14:24-25—slides 5-6
11. Forth, we learn that whatever happens in the assembly is for the benefit of those gathered and needs to be done in a constructive and conducive manner: 1 Cor. 14:1-5, 40—slides 7-11;
12. Fifth, we learn that there needs to be variety, flexibility and spontaneity: 1 Cor. 14:26-32—slides 12-16
13. Sixth. while our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit there is also a corporate focus that God desires in the assembling of His people as the congregation locally and this finally to be realized in that great gathering at the wedding feast in heaven: We are the temple of God and God’s Spirit lives in us.  The hope of this new temple, which is another way of speaking about the ultimate renewal of God’s people, finds expression in the reality of the Christian congregation!  Thus, the New Testament teaches that God’s dwelling on earth is not some special building or sanctuary within a building: it is the people of God themselves.  We are the temple of the Lord. This most important truth is obscured when so called “church buildings” are treated as “holy places”, when furniture and other objects are regarded as sacred, and when architecture and ceremonies suggest that God is somehow more present in one part of the structure than another.  Furthermore when we think that we are just fine when we miss the assembly we fail to realize the corporate dynamic that takes place by the Holy Spirit in the gathering of His saints for His dwelling in this temple as He builds it up here on earth.
14. This is exactly the concept given in Eph. 4:11-16—slides 17-19
15. So in summery there are six main points: Slides 20-22
a) One, Jesus has given gifts to His people.

b) Two, the gifts are first for the benefit of others.

c) Third, the fundamental purpose of the spiritual gifts are for edifying the body of Christ.

d) Forth, the exercise of the gifts in the body must be done in a constructive and conducive manner.

e) Fifth, there needs to be variety, flexibility and spontaneity in our meetings.

f) Sixth, the local assembly is God’s only temple on earth.
16. We must guard these principles as we recognize that the living God is building a living temple here on earth: 2 Cor. 6:16-18—slides 23-25
17. We are the temple and in this temple we must strive to let God have His way.  That means giving up your personal desires and submitting to the Spirit as He leads.  This means that you don’t get upset when your favorite songs aren’t sung.  Or you don’t get upset when you think something was done that didn’t suit you or may have been done when it didn’t seem to fit the occasion.  Or you think the meeting seems to go too long because you have other plans that are being interfered with.  Whatever is getting in your way just remember this: “In view of God’s mercy, offer your bodies as living and holy sacrifices, which is pleasing to God.  This is truly the way to worship God.”  Offer your body as a living sacrifice—this means submitting your will to God’s will as you take up your cross and follow Him.
18. This means when we are submitting to God’s will we are not seeking our own way.  Therefore come prepared to seek the leading of the Holy Spirit in the assembling of His saints and God will do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work in us, for His glory in the church of Jesus Christ our Lord.  And all God’s people said, Amen!
