Shrewd Stewardship
Lk. 16:1-15
INTRO:

1. As I continue our journey through the gospels we are in Luke 16.  I’ve entitled this message Shrewd Stewardship.  This scripture is sometimes referred to as the parable of the unrighteous steward.  It is also called the parable of the shrewd manager.  

2. The word shrewd here is used of a wise person and is defined as: characterized by keen awareness, sharp intelligence, and often a sense of the practical.  So keep this in mind as we read this scripture.

3. READ TEXT—slides 2-13
4. This is not an easy parable to understand, but with careful analysis we can discover the proper application of Jesus’ teaching here.
DISCUSSION:

I. Called to account—slide 14
1. We live in a physical world even though our citizenship is in a spiritual eternal kingdom.  This parable clearly teaches that we are to use the material things of this world for God’s purposes.

2. We are stewards entrusted with the things of God—what an awesome privilege—1 Cor. 4:1-2—slides 15-16
3. Jesus tells another parable about stewardship—Mt. 25:14-30—slides 17-30
II. The master commends the dishonest manager for being shrewd—
slide 31
1. Shrewd is defined, remember, as: characterized by keen awareness, sharp intelligence, and often a sense of the practical.
2. Jesus is obviously not commending dishonesty so just what does this mean?  He is commending him for his planning in using the world’s system to his advantage.  We are being taught here that we should use this world’s material goods for the benefit of the kingdom of God.  So are you using your material goods to benefit God’s kingdom?  If so that will count for eternity.  Otherwise your material goods will perish and have served little purpose.
3. While it is true that God doesn’t live in buildings He has given us this facility to use for the advancement of His kingdom and as long as He desires us to keep it and we honor Him in its use we will be good stewards of it and God will provide for its use.  This is true of everything we have.  Remember you are not your own, you are bought with a price and all you have now belongs to God.  Are your material goods available to God for His purposes?
4. Remember to “seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness and the material side of things will be provided.”
III. Being trustworthy—slide 32
1. 10“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  11So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?
2. Our integrity is all we really have that we take with us from this life.  Someone has said reputation is what we are in the daylight; character is what we are in the night.
3. Our good works are the only things that follow us to the next life: “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, for they will rest from their labor, and their deeds will follow them.” (Rev. 14:13)
4. This is the way of wisdom and here is what wisdom speaks to us: Prov. 8:19-21—slides 33-34
IV. Serving the right master—slide 35
1. Jesus says: “No servant can serve two masters.”  But the Pharisees loved money and sneered at Jesus for saying this.  He replied, “What is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight.”—verses 14-15
2. What does mankind value?  Prestige, money and pleasure.  The apostle John put it this way: 1 John 2:15-17—slides 36-38
3. What does God value?  God seeks those who are true worshipers and they are those who worship in spirit and truth.  Love the things that God loves and seek to please Him.  And here is how to please Him—1 Thess. 4:1-12—READ FROM BIBLE
