The Good News of the Kingdom of God
Lk. 16:16-18
INTRO:
1. The Law came through Moses; however grace and truth came through Jesus Christ—so declared John in his gospel.  It was necessary for the Law to be given to prepare the way for the grace and truth that Jesus would bring.

2. In today’s scripture we hear Jesus tell the Pharisees that the good news of the Kingdom was now being preached.  This was a dramatic shift from their view regarding the Law and the Prophets.
3. READ TEXT—“The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.  It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.  Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” (Lk. 16:16-18)
DISCUSSION:

I. The Law and the Prophets proclaimed until John
1. The Pharisees missed the reason for the Law—it was to bring the Savior into the world, not make righteous people.  They thought that they had achieved perfection by their keeping of the Law.
2. However Jesus points out that their practice of divorce was the same as committing adultery.  They would have to keep the law perfectly in order to be considered righteous.  They had failed

3. John the Baptizer’s ministry was the dividing line for the coming of the good news of the gospel.  This was a point that the Galatians missed too.  READ GAL. 3
II. The Good News of the Kingdom

1. It’s the gospel—1 Cor. 15:1-8
2. The gospel is about reconciliation—2 Cor. 5:11-21
3. Reconciliation is about transformed living—Rom. 15:1-13
