Some History of Chancellor Christian Church
1. Today I shift course from my regular study in the gospels to speak about our course and focus as a fellowship.  I want to begin by telling some of my story with Chancellor Christian Church.  I’m using notes to guide me because if I don’t I will get bogged down with too much detail and cloud the reason I’m sharing this with you.  I want to begin by telling you about my situation before beginning Chancellor Christian.  Some of you may have heard parts of this but not everyone has heard it all, so listen carefully so you can make the connection to the main point.
2. I received the call to preach at an early age, before I was even a teenager, and upon graduating high school I had made plans to attend Bible College.  My Bible college training led me to Elkhart, Ind. where I met my wife Janet, which was God’s providence in bringing us together.  This is one of those stories she enjoys telling and so you can ask her for details later.  Upon graduating from Bible College I wanted to find a place to preach but Janet knew I wasn’t ready for that yet.  So God’s providence led us to Fredericksburg, VA where I joined another pastor in both serving an existing church and then later starting a church.  That fellowship was dissolved in 1983 and I embarked upon what I call my wilderness experience.  It was here that God began to open my mind more fully to His grace and bring me out of the legalism that I had grown up with.

3. During this period I was involved with several business ventures, but eventually realized that I was like a fish out of water, as my calling was to the preaching and pastoring ministry.  But to transition to this was an impossible situation for me as I had my mom and dad living with us as well as three teenagers in school.  Dad was disabled and mom had retired and they lived with us in our house.  This made it quite difficult to go anywhere to serve a church.
4. However in 1988 God opened the door for me to receive the calling to begin Chancellor Christian.  By this time I had become very aware that Jesus is literally the head of His church, not just a figure head.  I determined I would seek to allow Him to be our leader as He chooses to guide us by the Holy Spirit in a physically invisible manner.  Also I had experience God’s love and mercy in such a dramatic fashion that I wanted to make sure this was kept at the forefront of this ministry.  What had been impossible for me to work out God had providentially guided and opened the door for me and my family to follow His calling for my life.  Praise God for His marvelous grace.

5. This was such an impacting experience that I vowed to always count it a privilege to serve God in this capacity no matter the difficulty and I still do to this day.  This scripture had become paramount in my thinking and philosophy: “The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” (John 1:17)  I had also come to see that in spite of all the focus on so called church growth principles that the “Gospel (alone) is the power of God for salvation for everyone who believes,” and therefore I would seek to preach only Jesus Christ and Him crucified as the only way to build the Lord’s church.  However the devil is always at work and in 1997 we had dissension develop in the eldership and 45 people left to go elsewhere.
6. But in 1994 God led us to purchase this property that we are now meeting on.  This was quite a dramatic event and one of those God moments as well.  When we began to search for property we drew the outline of where we wanted to locate.  It would be west of 95; east of 610; south of the Rappahannock River and north of 208.  But we simply were unable to find anything that was useable or affordable.  Then God brought a couple to our fellowship from Florida, Rosemary and Anthony Lutchman.  We would later learn that he got his real-estate license for the sole purpose of helping us find property.  When he told me that he had found this 10 acre property for $50,000 I said there were at least two problems.  It was out of our designated area and at that price half of it must be under water or would perk.  The reason for this reaction was because we had already invested several thousand dollars in another piece of property and found it would not perk for a septic field.  But we came and looked at it anyway and found it to be quite useable.  God opened the way for us to purchase it.
7. Then in June of 1998 we were ready to begin construction and had our ground-breaking ceremony on this site, which we had cleared for $350, which was another one of those God moments.  But the very next day we got a shock from our site engineer when he told us that we could not qualify for an entrance to this property since we didn’t have the sufficient site distance to put it in.  The slight rise where you turn to come into this place would need to be taken down, costing a minimum of $100,000 or we would need to buy some land to the north of us in order to obtain proper easement for a permit to put in our entrance.  The only feasible option for us was to ask the neighbors, who at that time lived where JP and Diane now live, if they would sell us what we needed.  We only needed a triangle of 300 square feet.  The owners were divorced and didn’t get along very well but eventually agreed to sell us the property for $5,000.  Finally in December of 2000 we broke ground on the first phase of this facility, which is the part we are in now.  We had our first worship meeting here on the first Sunday of July, 2001.  
8. You need to realize that when we came here there was only about 40 of us who had been paying $600 a month rent and now it jumped to about $3600 per month.  There were those who expected us to fail within the first year.  But if God is leading, it won’t fail.
9. There were and are those who think we need to utilize marketing techniques and advertising campaigns in order to grow.  And we have done some of that but with little success.  Advice has been given on what kind of worship meeting we should have and how long it ought to be in order to get visitors to return.  While all of this has some merit the key reason we are here is to be the church of the living God and the key question to ask is are we being that?  So called church growth and success in America may not be what God desires.  Are we really seeking what God desires?

10. I have shared this brief history to show you that what we expect and what God directs are very different.  I have also shared this to demonstrate that we need to be diligently seeking God to lead us in the way He wants us to go.  America as a nation is at a cross roads.  Even the world is facing some very critical situations.  God alone knows what the future holds.  And because of that I have complete confidence to courageously face tomorrow.  God has demonstrated over and over that He will always provide where He is going to lead us.  But we must be ready to follow Him.  Let me share a story from the OT that illustrates this.
11. READ Ex. 33:1-17—from Bible
12. This is key—where and what is God leading us to do?  Over the next few weeks I will be challenging us to search this out before the Lord.
13. Some have indicated that their worship has become dry and just a form without real substance.  Some are only finding spiritual food here on Sunday morning.  Others are eating food that they think is spiritual food but it is really junk food.  I want to challenge you to examine your spiritual diet.  I’m not asking how much Bible you are reading or how much time you are spending praying or even how much time you are spending in ministry activity.  I’m asking what are you eating spiritually?
14. Here is how God puts it: Isa. 55: 1“Is anyone thirsty?  Come and drink—even if you have no money!  Come, take your choice of wine or milk—it’s all free!  2Why spend your money on food that does not give you strength?  Why pay for food that does you no good?  Listen to me, and you will eat what is good.  You will enjoy the finest food.  3Come to me with your ears wide open.  Listen, and you will find life.”
15. So you ask, “What does this mean?”  Let me illustrate.  There are many different ideas about what is a healthy physical diet, but not everyone can agree on it.  Then others don’t care about any particular diet so people just do whatever they want.  So to some extent we have this in the church.  God gives us direction for our spiritual diet but we have many different ideas presented as to what that diet is.  But what I see here is that God is saying you come to me for your food.  Later in this Isa 55:6 we read, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near.”
16. You must seek Him and you must call on Him—no one else can do that for you.  But too often we are spiritually lazy and want to find some quick fix.  A Microwave solution.  But there is none.

17. I want to share some highlights from an article I read in Christianity Today.  It is entitled “The Cultural Medium and the Christian Message.”  The author is reflecting on a recent visit he had in a Christian megachurch.  READ highlighted comments from article.
18. It is easy for us to make Christianity task based; but it must be relationship based.  God desires to have a relationship with us.  “28Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Mt. 11)  “20Here I am! I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with Me.” (Rev. 3)
19. We do have ministry tasks that we are called to fulfill.  It’s not that the task isn’t important.  Rather we need to be working from the base of intimate fellowship with Jesus.  What kind of fellowship do you have with Jesus daily?
20. We are told in scripture that as believers we have been given the mind of Christ through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  This is not something that can be seen with the eye or heard by the ear, nor can the mind conceive it; instead it is supernaturally imparted by God through His Holy Spirit.
21. Last Sunday’s teacher’s meeting after church has drawn to my attention that we need to be sure that we are listening to God’s leading.  We need to hear the Spirit’s voice for this is the only way we can have the mind of Christ.  As 1 Cor. 2:13-16 teaches us, we must speak and act as accordingly as we are taught spiritual truth by the Holy Spirit.  Then we are able to make proper spiritual judgment about the ministry tasks God is calling us to carry out.
22. So let me bring this into practical realm.  Right now we don’t have enough workers or qualified teachers to handle Sunday School, Junior Church and Wednesday family night for our youth.  We really need a spiritually qualified youth leader to both train and direct the youth ministry here to continue these ministries.  Until God brings this about we must seek Him to know what we should do; what course of action we should follow.  I’m challenging you to seek the Lord in this, but the way I want you to seek Him is ask Him to show you what His calling is in your life for your specific ministry.  This begins with you being the right parent, if you have children.  It means being the Christian man or woman, boy or girl that God is calling us to be.  My goal is to meet with each of you individually during the summer months, to help you follow through on this.
23. I want to close with this parable from Jesus.

“God’s kingdom is like a man going off on an extended trip.  He called his servants together and delegated responsibilities.  To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another two thousand, to a third one thousand, depending on their abilities.  Then he left.  Right off, the first servant went to work and doubled his master’s investment.  The second did the same.  But the man with the single thousand dug a hole and carefully buried his master’s money. 

“After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled up with them.  The one given five thousand dollars showed him how he had doubled his investment.  His master commended him: ‘Good work!  You did your job well.  From now on you will be my partner.’

“The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his master’s investment.  His master commended him: ‘Good work!  You did your job well.  From now on you will be my partner.’

“The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high standards and hate careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error.  I was afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place and secured your money.  Here it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.’

“The master was furious.  ‘That’s a terrible way to live!  It’s criminal to live cautiously like that!  If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least?  The least you could have done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I would have gotten a little interest.

“Then he said to those standing there, ‘Take the money from him and give it to the servant who doubled my stake.’  “They said, ‘But Master, he already has double.’  “He said, ‘That’s what I mean: Risk your life and get more than you ever dreamed of.  Play it safe and end up holding the bag.  

“And get rid of this ‘play-it-safe’ fellow who won’t take risks.  Throw him out into utter darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  (Mt. 25:14-30) from the Message version.
First, I challenge you to seek the Lord first to see what His calling in ministry is for you and how He wants you to fulfill that.  Second, what is your place in this fellowship and are you fulfilling that.  The scripture makes is clear that you are to be connected to the body of Christ and you do this by being a part of a local fellowship—“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage and spur each other on toward love and good deeds and all the more as we meet together each week.”  Heb. 10:24-25
