Father’s Day
INTRO:

1. What passage would you turn to in scripture that tells a man how to be a good father?  Next I ask who would you pick from scripture that is portrayed as a good example of a father?
2. Isn’t it interesting that we don’t have a discourse on what it means to be a good father?  We can speculate on this but it tells me that the best way to learn how to be a good father is to study the example of our Heavenly Father.

3. Before we do that though we know that there is a real need for good fathers.  The film “Courageous” makes an excellent case for this.  So what is a good father?
4. Someone has said, "The most important thing a father can do for his children is to love their mother."  David Gottesman said, "Fathers, like mothers, are not born.  Men grow into fathers and fathering is a very important stage in their development."
5. Much has been written about being a father.  When I typed in “fathers” at Amazon.com I got 50 hits.  But does the advice really get to where it needs to go?  What can I say here today that will really make a difference?
6. I want to begin with the example of God as Father in the scriptures.  It is instructive that God has defined Himself as our Heavenly Father.  READ from list of scriptures stating God as Father.
7. He has also set the example of how to be a good father—with the story of the prodigal son and the elder son in Luke 15:11-32.  Why would the father who is a picture of our Heavenly Father, give the rebellious son his inheritance?  Because he knew that was the only way he could learn his lesson.  When the rebellious son repents and comes home the father is delighted to forgive and restore him.  Then there is the story of the older son.  He also became rebellious and it is nearly impossible for him to change.  Why?  Because he thinks he is good, since he considers himself better than his younger brother.  The father loves him too and is willing to forgive and restore him but this son doesn’t see his need for this.
8. In this we see the compassion and love of our Father God.  Here in this story we are given the great example of how to be a good father.  But in case you think that discipline is absent remember this verse: “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.  Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.” (Heb. 12:5-7)
9. Rather than giving a discourse or dissertation on how to be a good father God Himself set us an example throughout the human experience.  Remember Nineveh and the book of Jonah.  How about Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon?  He declared this while admiring his mighty kingdom from the roof of his royal palace: “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”  The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you.  You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle.  Seven years will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”  Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled.  He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle.  His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.  At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored.  Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.  His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation.  All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing.  He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.  No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”  At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom.  My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before.  Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just.  And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.  (Dan. 4:31-37)
10. God is so gracious and loving but He is also firm and expects us to conform to His ways.  He has so generously given us His Spirit and this enables us to follow God’s ways.
11. Now some specifics for fathers:
a) The best thing fathers can do for their children is love their mother—Eph. 5:25-33—slides 2-6
b) Fathers need to be compassionate—“Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.” (Col. 3:21)  God our Heavenly Father is the Father of all compassion and the God of all comfort who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort others in their trouble.  (2 Cor. 1:3-4)  Fathers how compassionate are you toward your children?

c) Fathers need to be the spiritual leaders in their homes.  This means leading by example.  The husband is the head of his home.  This means that he should be leading by being a spiritual example.  This means thinking and acting spiritually.  What are the things of the Spirit?  Certainly they are the fruit of the Spirit but how is this displayed in a father’s life?  
d) I want to use an example from modern day life, Tim Russert who died three years ago on father’s day weekend.  He was a devout Catholic.  Let me say while most of you know what I think of the ecclesiology of the Roman Catholic Church I want to also state that this doesn’t hinder God from still accomplishing His work through this flawed instrument.  In fact we are all flawed instruments.  Now back to Tim Russert.  Russert, said many times he had made a promise to God to never miss Sunday Mass if his son were born healthy.  In his writing and in his news reporting, Russert spoke openly and fondly of his Catholic school education and of the role of the Catholic Church in his life.  He was an outspoken supporter of Catholic education on all levels.  Russert said that his father, a sanitation worker who never finished high school, "worked two jobs all his life so his four kids could go to Catholic school, and those schools changed my life." He also spoke warmly of the Catholic nuns who taught him. "Sister Mary Lucille founded a school newspaper and appointed me editor and changed my life," he said. Teachers in Catholic schools "taught me to read and write, but also how to tell right from wrong."
e) Tim’s son wrote a tribute to his father in today’s Parade Magazine.  It is entitled, “What I learned from my Dad.”  In it he shares how his dad helped him deal with fear.  I want to read to you his story about this incident.  READ from article in Parade.
f) Finally fathers know they are human and consequently are flawed.  The hardest thing for Christians to demonstrate is empathy for someone who sins.  “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore them gently, considering yourself to also be vulnerable to temptation.  So learn to carry other’s burdens and in this way fulfill the command of Christ.”  (Gal. 6:1-2)  What was this command of Christ?  It was the new command—to love others as He loves them.  How did Christ love us?  While we were still His enemies!  If He loves us when we are His enemies, how much more will He demonstrate His love for us now that we are His friends?  So what is your reaction to a Christian brother or sister who sins?  Is it judgment and condemnation?  Is it that you can’t wait to spread the news of this person’s failure?  Or are you empathetic and compassionate and immediately want to seek for restoration?  Remember this is Christ’s command, to seek restoration.  Fathers, and I also speak to all men and women, how are we doing in this matter?
g) Today I will close with this scripture—Mt. 18:21-35—slides 7-16
