Body Life
INTRO:

1. I’m following a course for now to ask this simple question: what is God saying to us regarding His leading of this fellowship, this body of believers, for the rest of 2011?  What are the activities He would have us engage in for the rest of this year?  I’m asking this question now because God has laid it upon my mind to seek this answer since we are encountering challenges that we need God’s wisdom in solving.

2. Jesus said, “As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent me.  Night is coming, when no one can work.”  We must be about our Father’s business, so what is the business He has called us too.  In answering this question I have recalled a book that was written by Ray Stedman entitled “Body Life.”  I’m moved to speak to you this morning about two views of the Church, the body of Christ, upon this earth.

3. There is the view from the world’s standpoint.  This is the earthly view.  To some the church is nothing but a snooty religious club with traditional rituals as sacred as those on a fox hunt.  To others the church is a political action group, a pressure bloc of do-gooders, waging battle against social ills.  Some see the church as a kind of nonsegregated waiting room for people expecting to take the next bus to heaven.  Some view it as a kind of low calorie dessert for any who wants something nice that won’t hurt their public image.  Others think of it as a regular meeting of religious hopheads enjoying their weekend religious jag.  To many, the church is a kind of waterboy to the game of life or a religious democracy trying to legislate morals for the rest of the world.  If we are candid and honest about all this we must admit that there is legitimate reasons for the world holding these views for the church has committed many tragic wrongs.  
4. Yet the chuch is also the most powerful force for good on the face of the earth.  Jesus declared, “I will build my Church and the gates of Hell will not stop it.”  How is this possible?  Because there is another view of the Church which is seen from Heaven.  Jesus is the head of this Church and even though it may seem from our vantage point that it isn’t being guided very effectively, we know that when we look from heaven’s view it is being led exactly as He intends it.  This is the central message of the book of Revelation.  While it can seem to many, even those who call themselves Christians, that things are really not going right, this is because of the distorted earthly view instead of the clear and accurate heavenly view.  None of what has happened in this world has surprised God nor caught Him off guard.  Again I say this is the clear message of the book of Revelation.  
5. Open your Bible to Revelation chapter 4 and let’s read this with the perspective I have just given.  Rev. 4 & 5—READ from Bible.
6. Then chapter six begins the unfolding of these scrolls which is the story of the Lamb, who was slain to purchase people from every tribe language and people upon the earth with His blood, shed on the cross, and now He is unfolding that story for all of eternity to view and know.  When you begin to see that the book of Revelation is not about pinning down times and dates, or even individual events; but rather it is a panoramic overview of God’s unfolding eternal kingdom as it is worked out in this finite realm so that we may know of God’s grand eternal design, then it will change how you understand the book of Revelation.
7. This is precisely Paul’s point in Eph. 3:8—“{God’s} grace was given to me to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Chris, and to make plain to everyone the unfolding of this mystery, which for past ages was kept hidden in God, who created all things.  His intent is that now, through the CHURCH, the infinite multifaceted wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to His eternal purpose which He is accomplishing through Jesus Christ our Lord.
8. Note carefully here that this mystery, which was hidden in God before the coming of Christ, is now being revealed through the church.  In this God is demonstrating His infinite multifaceted wisdom to the heavenly realms.  The earth is the stage on which God’s eternal plan is being revealed to all of eternity.  It is only through Christ as the head of His body, the church that the fullness of God can be realized.  And this fullness is being lived out in the church as Christ Jesus our head demonstrates it to the created realm with all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  What a most grand and glorious plan God is unfolding.
9. And we are at the center of it, due entirely to God’s marvelous grace.  This is the church that Jesus declares He is building and nothing can stand in its way.  But how can this be if the world sees a church that is too often religiously selfish, power-hungry, cruel and devilish?  Well you see there are two churches; one is the true church the other is the false church.  Jesus predicted this in Matt. 13 where he gives us this vivid picture of good and bad seed being sown in a field.  Listen to this parable: Mt. 13:24-29; 36-43—slides 2-11
10. This is the picture we are given in Rev. 17:1-19:9—READ from Bible
11. This is where we quit today.  Next week I will pick up with how God has designed Christ’s body the church to fulfill His purposes in this great drama.  This is called body life for Christ alone is our life.  Let us make sure we are alive in Christ’s body the church.  What an exciting adventure we are engaged in.
12. In the meantime you can read 1 Cor. 12
