The Rich Man and Lazarus
Lk. 16:19-31

INTRO:
1. This year we have seen quite a lot of tragedy in the US from tornadoes.  Some speculate this may be God’s judgment against our country.  However there is one thing we can be certain of—in this life there will be trouble.  This is necessary in order for us to know the love and mercy of God.  God’s goodness cannot be known without it being seen against the contrast of evil.  This is clear from our story in Luke today.

2. In our journey through the gospels we now come to this most interesting story—The Rich Man and Lazarus.  Let’s begin by reading our scripture.
3. Read text
DISCUSSION:

1. First take note of the circumstances of these two men.  The rich man is living in luxury, the beggar is in quite miserable circumstances.  The rich man seems to be a very significant person in this world, the beggar nothing but a burden to society.  Earlier in this chapter we noted Jesus telling the Pharisees, “What is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s view of things.”  This story illustrates this point.
2. Second, we aren’t told anything about Lazarus’s spiritual condition, yet when he dies the angels carry him to be right next to Abraham.  He wasn’t able to present himself to the priest as the law required, nor does it appear that he did any of the things the law stipulated, and probably he was unable to do so.
3. I want to emphatically state that I do not believe in universal salvation—that is that everyone will be saved.  But I want to just as emphatically state that we don’t know how God is going to judge someone’s eternal destination who hasn’t clearly demonstrated their faith in Jesus Christ.  It is important to remember what is revealed regarding the grace of God in Romans.  Romans 5:12-19
4. Sometimes we get too caught up with how ones conversion decision for Christ will affect their eternal destiny that we fail to realize that God is more concerned with how our daily decisions are affecting the reflection of His grace which should be at work in us.  That is what Romans six is telling us.  Romans 6:13-19
5. So recognize that your life can count for eternity in the here and now even if it doesn’t seem to be significant or maybe even a waste.  If you are offering yourself to God and following His purposes for your life than that is all that matters.

6. Also realize that how we view others in this life may not be the way God views them.  Romans also makes this clear.  Rom. 2:12-16.  God will judge each one based upon the gospel, which is His mercy extended to the world, since God loves the whole world and isn’t willing that any should perish.
7. The next thing we notice in our text is that Lazarus is with Abraham and the rich man is in hell being tormented by fire.  He asks Abraham to send Lazarus with some water to cool his tongue.  But this isn’t possible since neither side can cross over to the other side.  Then Abraham says this: “Remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted and you are in agony.”
8. Too often in this life we see wealth as a sign of God’s blessing and the lack of it as God’s disfavor.  But neither situation is an indication of God’s favor or disfavor.  Instead if we become like those Jesus described as poor in spirit then we will recognize our true spiritual need and seek to be rich with spiritual things.  Then we will properly respond to this world’s goods and use them for God’s eternal purposes.  This reminds us of the parable of the unrighteous steward at the beginning of the chapter and how the point Jesus made there was to use this world’s resources for God’s eternal purposes.
9. So don’t let what might seem to be menial circumstances discourage you.  Rather whatever you do just commit it to the Lord and He will make it worthwhile.  Eph. 6:5-9; 1 Cor. 7:17-24
10. Finally the rich man wants Lazarus to go warn his brothers so they won’t end up in the same place he finds himself.  But they have Moses and the Prophets and if they won’t listen to them even if someone would rise from the dead it won’t make any difference.  Recently Francis Collins was nominated by President Obama to head the National Institutes of Health, even though he is an outspoken Christian, and was opposed by many atheists.  He is well known for his mapping of the human genome otherwise known as our DNA code.  However he is also an out spoken theistic evolutionist and recently wrote a book entitled, “The Language of Science and Faith.”  In this book he states, “Unfortunately the concepts of Adam and Eve as the literal first couple and the ancestors of all humans simply do not fit the evidence.”
11. But this is a big problem for the veracity of truth as declared in scripture.  Jesus lineage is traced back to Adam and when Jesus is defending marriage against divorce He says, “Haven’t you read that in the beginning the Creator made them male and female?”  This is a direct reference to Genesis 1:27.  Jesus Himself attested to the truth of the creation story in Genesis.  There is no greater historical record than that of Jesus life, death, burial and resurrection.  Yet people still reject the plain truth of the scriptures.  
12. “Even if someone rises from the dead still they will not believe.”  How true this is, for Jesus is resurrected and there is overwhelming evidence for this fact.  Yet people still reject the truth and many will end up in hell because they refuse to accept the truth.

13. What choice are you making—to follow God or to follow some other way?  Well I know what I’ve chosen: As for me and my household we choose to follow God and to stand upon scripture as absolutely true.
14. All scripture has been given by God—Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:14-4:4
