Body Life—part 3
1 Cor. 12

INTRO:
1. For The past two weeks I have focused on our heavenly calling and especially noted that we are to be a people about spiritual things.  We are to put on spiritual armor and use spiritual weapons as we deal with the issues of this life.

2. I have entitled this series of messages “Body Life” which is to recognize that we as the body of Christ receive our life from Him.  Since you are raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, especially since Christ is your life and you are hidden with Christ in God.  What does it mean that our life is hidden?  Well verse four of Colossians 3 tells us that when Christ returns we will then appear with Him in glory.  For now though it seems that things are quite mundane and difficult.  This is God’s plan so that the future glory will have the ultimate meaning.

3. Today I want to focus on how this body life should work itself out in us.  We will do this by beginning with a scripture from Ephesians.  Turn to Eph. 4:1-16—READ from Bible.
4. Several items here:
a) Live a life worthy of our calling
b) Keep the unity of the Spirit
c) Christ Jesus has given us spiritual gifts
d) This is for the work of the ministry
e) We are to be built up in Christ to reach maturity
f)  Speaking the truth in love we will grow up in Christ who is our head 
attaining the whole measure of the fullness that is in Christ, as each 
part does its work.  This is detailed for us in 1 Cor. 12.

5. 1 Cor. 12—READ from Bible
6. Points to note: 
a) Different gifts—same Spirit—verse 4.
b) The gifts are given for the common good—verse 7.

c) The Holy Spirit determines what gift you receive and arranges them according to His will—verses 11, 18.

d) The body is made up of many different parts and each one is equally important.

e) Each one of us needs to care for the others and build each other up.  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourself.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3-4)
f) At CCC we have in place certain ministries, but if we don’t have the gifted people to carry out these ministries then we have the cart before the horse.  My challenge to this body is to evaluate what our spiritual giftings are and develop ministries accordingly.
7. Note PowerPoint slide of church chart based on Eph 4.  We need to be both individually and corporately seeking what ministries God is calling us to fulfill.
8. What do you think of this and where do you see yourself fitting in?  God wants you to be connected in His church just as you must be connected to your head which is Jesus Christ.  As Paul says in Col. 2:17-19; 3:1-15—“The reality of your life is found in Christ.  You must be connected to your head, which is Christ and from Him the whole body, is supported and held together by its joints and ligaments as it grows by nourishment from God.  So as you devote yourself to living this new life in Christ keep your focus on heavenly things, not earthly things.  So clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Make allowance for each other’s faults and forgive anyone who offends you.  Above all clothe yourself with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your heart, for as members of one body you are called to live in peace.  And always be thankful.” (Col. 2:17-19; 3:1-15)
9. Is this your life’s focus or are you so consumed with your worldly interests that this is on the back burner?  The only way to have this vibrant Spirit filled life is to have this kind of connection to the body of Christ.  And this can only come about as you are “crucified with Christ, so that you no longer live, but Christ lives in you; His life in your physical body, you, living it by faith in God’s Son Jesus Christ, who loves you and gave Himself for you, on the cross.”
10. This then will be God’s grace at work in you as you fulfill His purposes in your life.  This is that wonderful “body life” we have in Jesus Christ.  Therefore you are a new creation in Christ Jesus; the old has gone and the new has come!

11. But we still live in this old world.  Since we recognize that God is by far greater than His creation, and the Spirit is better than the physical how do we live in this physical world with the right spiritual view?  The physical is not evil in itself.  Jesus demonstrated this by going to the wedding feast in Cana as recorded in the gospel of John chapter two.  When He turned the water into wine He was demonstrating that enjoying this life can be good for you see His new wine was better than the old.  So in order to enjoy the physical we have to keep the right spiritual perspective.

12. What is that perspective?  “Let every detail, whether it be words spoken or any action taken, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks every step of the way to God the Father through Him.” (Col. 3:17)  
