Being Equipped For Ministry
Eph. 6:10-18

INTRO:

1. As we contemplate the reality of what Jesus Christ is accomplishing here on earth through His people, in this fellowship, we must understand how He operates in us.  He does not bark orders like a military commander.  Instead He leads His people through the indwelling presence of His Holy Spirit.  Let this point sink in.  Some would like Jesus to be a military commander and order them around.  Instead He says He stands at the door of our heart and knocks for us to open it to Him.  Jesus says, “I call My sheep by name and lead them along life’s way.  They listen to my voice, for they know Me and I know them, just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father—and I lay down My life for the sheep.”
2. Jesus is the gentle shepherd for His people.  The only ones He uses a rod of iron on are His enemies.  We are not His enemies but His friends and family.  When we fully understand our relationship to our Lord and Master, who is also our Savior, then we will have the right perspective for the calling to ministry that Jesus has given us.  

3. I have entitled my message for today, “Being Equipped For Ministry.”  Our scripture text for our study together is Eph. 6:10-18
DISCUSSION:

I. Be strong in the Lord

1) “Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.”  All too often we don’t grasp this admonition.  What does it mean to be strong in the Lord?  When you hear this what comes into your mind?  One thing I think of is Joshua after Moses has died and he is now replacing him.  That had to be rather intimidating since not only had Joshua watched Moses for 40 years but he had also seen all that Moses had to put up with from the people of Israel.  So we read in Josh. 1:5-9. 

2) This has to become a mind-set—a mind set upon the Lord and His ways.  But this is not simply our own “mind power”.  When we are tuned into the Lord and His power we are able to be courageous and strong.  This courage and strength is spiritual and we are strong in our spirit, and this is not focused on physical strength.  Neither is this simply mental power.  While our minds will be strengthened by the spiritual power from God we will have the wisdom of God to use this power for His purposes and not our own.
3) This is what it means to be strong in the Lord.  Then we will understand how to put on the full armor of God.
II. Put on the full armor of God

1) “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”  Did you know that the devil is scheming against you?  And just not on Sunday either, but every day of the week—24 hours a day.  Sometimes we may recognize his schemes but if we are properly armed we will always be ready for his schemes even if we don’t recognize them right away.
2) Notice also our stance—we stand against the devil’s schemes.  We are able to do this because we have put on the full armor.  The full armor, which is armor against spiritual powers not physical.  Notice what Paul says here, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of darkness, the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (verse 12)  Do we really see this or do we all too often think that we are just struggling with this physical world?  You see if we really realized that we are up against the spiritual powers of darkness we would properly prepare ourselves for this kind of attack.  But all too often we are unprepared and then we wonder what hit us.  Let’s now take a closer look at this armor we are to put on.
a) The belt of truth.  Jesus said “I Am the truth.”  He is the Logos of God.  And we are to grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, for in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
b) The breastplate of righteousness.  Jesus is our righteousness—I want to be found in Jesus Christ, with His righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  Therefore we must be clothed with Christ Jesus’ righteousness.
c) The sandals of peace.  Sandals of peace—the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The power of God is the gospel and the gospel is summed up in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
d) The shield of faith.  Faith is a symbiosis of the mind and the spirit that is directly linked to the Holy Spirit.  Heb. 11:1 tells us that faith is the foundation of our hope for those things that are invisible to the physical eye.  This faith is a substantial quality based upon a person Who is foundation of all things that exist.  This faith is not blind but is seen through spiritual eyes.  The reason the world doesn’t understand this is because they have no spiritual eyes and unless one obtains these spiritual eyes from God you can’t see spiritual things.  So if you have those spiritual eyes then you will be able to see the foundation of all being—Who is Jesus Christ and then you will completely rely upon Him for all things and this becomes our shield of faith which guards us against any attack of Satan.
e) The helmet of salvation.  The head is the most critical part of our body and the most complex.  The helmet of salvation is the most critical part of our spiritual existence.  Too often we think of salvation as something we do once—when we accept Jesus as our savior, but when we realize that Jesus is our life and therefore He is our salvation then we continue to be nourished by that connection to Him.  The head is the central control center of our being and from it comes all instruction for our existence.  If we stay connected to our spiritual head then we will have all the direction for our spiritual existence we need.
f) The sword of the Spirit.  The Word of God—the Greek word used here by Paul is “rhema” and brings forth the meaning that this is the message given to us by God.  This message we call scripture and all scripture from God is intended to thoroughly equip us for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:17)
3) So if we have properly armed ourselves with God’s spiritual armor then you will be able to stand firm.
III. Stand firm 
1) It’s instructive to realize that our battle plan is to stand firm.  The key to understanding this is to realize that we are able to stand in the presence of God.  The tribe of Levi exemplified this as the scripture says of them: “The Lord set apart the tribe of Levi to stand before the Lord and to minister and to pronounce blessings in His name.” (Deut. 10:8)  Jesus gave this instruction: “Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”  (Lk. 21:36)  We read in Colossians that, “Epaphras was always wrestling in prayer for the Colossians to stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.” (Col. 4:12)
2) This standing has to do with being spiritually stable in your life in God, so that you are able to stand up under the trials of life.  As the Lord’s brother James tells us: “God, who does not change like shifting shadows, chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all He created.” (James 1:17-18)
IV. Use the right weapons

1) Our weapons are spiritual not physical.  2 Cor. 10:3-5
2) These weapons are largely for us to control our own thoughts and to be able to share them when the occasion calls for it.  To take captive every thought and make it obedient to Christ can only relate to our thoughts, for that is the only thoughts we have any control over.  This means being continuously filled with the Spirit and submitting to the Holy Spirit’s control.
V. Pray on all occasions with all kinds of prayers

1) Remember in Colossians we read about Epaphras wrestling in prayer?  Well there are many different kinds of prayers and they need to be fitted to the occasion.  There is spiritual power in prayer and when we pray in the Spirit we gain that power.  Praying can happen at a moment’s notice.  For example Nehemiah was standing before the king when the king ask him what he wanted.  So Nehemiah prayed at that instant and then gave the king his request.  The king then gave him is request.  You can read this story in Nehemiah chapter two.
2) God responds to our prayers and we must not give up just because we haven’t gotten a response.  Jesus gave us this parable to teach us this: Lk. 18:1-8
3) To be fully equipped for ministry, here is what we have covered:
1. Be strong in the Lord
2. Put on the full armor of God
3. Stand firm
4. Use the right weapons—spiritual weapons
5. Pray on all occasions with all kinds of prayers.
4) This won’t become a reality for us unless we make it a daily commitment—to get up each day and make sure we are fully equipped for the ministry of that day.
