Forgiveness and Faithfulness
Lk. 17:1-10

INTRO:

1. As we live the Christian life we are beset on every side with many obstacles.  But as we are admonished by the Hebrew writer, let us throw off everything that hinders us and sin that so easily entangles us and run with perseverance the course marked out for us.
2. Sin will come against us as well as from within us but if we keep our focus on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith we will live victoriously.  I’ve entitled this message “Forgiveness and Faithfulness.”  Our scripture text is from Lk. 17:1-10
DISCUSSION:

I. Sin and its causes
1. Sin comes in so many ways and is caused by people intentionally and unintentionally.  Jesus says it would be best if a person who caused sin were thrown into the sea with a millstone tied to their neck—show picture of mill stone
2. Woe to those who cause sin.  Sin comes from within and without—James 1:13-15—(within); 1 John 2:15-17—(without)
3. The sin that is in the world—Gal. 5:19-21
II. Repentance and forgiveness

1. If your brother sins, rebuke him, but do so gently.  Gal. 6:1-2
2. If your brother repents, forgive him each time.  On another occasion Peter asked Jesus how many times he should forgive his brother and Jesus said 70 times 7, indicating that we should be willing to always forgive our brother if he repents.  Then Jesus told the parable of the unmerciful servant, which you can read about in Mt. 18 23.  Jesus concludes this parable with this admonition: as you treat your brother so will God treat you.
III. Faith and faithfulness

1. Having faith as small as a mustard seed will produce big results.  This often seems to not be the case for us.  Have you had a mountain in your life and you have asked God in faith to move it and it hasn’t moved?  But are we expecting God to move every mountain we want moved?  Has He moved many other mountains in our lives and we forget those because of the one that He hasn’t moved?  God is not our puppet nor is he ignoring us.  He has left that mountain because He is working out something else in our lives that will count for eternity.  Don’t lose faith.
2. This kind of faith produces faithfulness to persevere.  The scriptures are replete with references to persevering.  Here are just a few: 
Rom. 15:4; Col. 1:9-12; 2 Tim. 2:3; Rom. 5:1-5; 1 Tim. 4:16; Heb. 10:36-39; James 1:2-4; James 5:11; Rev. 14:12-13
3. Perseverance, a rare quality, as is seen throughout scripture.  To finish well is rare and hard, but with the Lord all things are possible.
