Putting Gods Kingdom and His Righteousness First
Mt. 6
INTRO:

1. Here at Chancellor Christian we are intentionally informal and deliberately plan for change in our worship activities.  I’m not concerned with tradition, although tradition isn’t necessarily bad.  I’m more concerned to hear what the Holy Spirit is speaking to us and following the voice of our good shepherd Jesus Christ.  It is with that in mind that I introduced a change in our prayer format and focus today.  It is to that I wish to address my thoughts in this message.

2. In doing so I ask you to turn to Matthew chapter 6 for the guidance in our thinking together today.  Life is filled with change and God Himself spoke of this very thing.  “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”  But change must come from God and not simply so we don’t get bored.  Change is necessary because we are far from what we ought to be and therefore must keep moving toward the goal of our salvation.  The apostle Paul said it this way, “Not that I have already reached the goal, or become perfect, but instead I press on to take hold of the life Jesus Christ has made available for me.  Here is the one thing I do: forgetting what is already past and focusing on that which lies ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
3. In Matthew 6 we see some very clear guiding principles and practices which will help us achieve this goal Jesus has given us.  While we are called to be righteous having been clothed with the righteousness of Christ, it is easy to lose perspective about this righteousness.  This is where we begin with Jesus teaching in Matthew 6 verse one.  (Begin reading)
DISUCSSION:

I. Acts of Righteousness—Mt. 6:1-4
II. The right perspective regarding prayer—Mt. 6:5-8

III. The right perspective on fasting—Mt. 6:16-18

IV. The right perspective on treasure—Mt. 6:19-24

V. A right perspective comes from a right priority—Mt. 6:25-34

