Sowing and Reaping
2 Cor. 9:6-15
INTRO:

1. Rick’s message last week was from God, not because it’s to my profit but because it is what God commands and blesses.  I want to make it clear that I’m very satisfied with my salary and blest and content with my circumstances financially.
2. Today I’m going to build on what Rick shared last week and move on to our financial stewardship before God.  Just as the scripture teaches that when you support those who preach the gospel you also participate in their ministry, so also when you are generous toward God you participate in His kingdom.

3. My message today will be based on 10 verses from 2 Cor. 9, which interestingly Rick’s message last week was based from 1 Cor. 9.  But in setting the stage for our topic today I will begin reading in 2 Cor. 8:1 thru 9:15
4. Outline overview
DISCUSSION:

I. My Stewardship

1 Cor. 4:1-2; Rom. 12:3; Gal. 6:1-6
II. Sowing and Reaping—2 Cor. 9:6-7
1. The scripture has much to say about this principle and of course the sowing we are speaking of here not only involves earthly things but also has to do with eternal values.
2. Ps. 41:1-3; Prov. 11:18, 24, 25; 
Prov. 19:17; Prov. 22:9; Ecc. 11:1-6; Prov. 3:9-10; Mal. 3:6-12; Lk. 6:38
III. God will increase your harvest—2 Cor. 9:8-11
1. An eternal harvest—Mt. 6:19-34; Hosea 10:12 
2. Live as Children of light—Eph. 5:8-17
IV. God will be praised—2 Cor. 9:12-15
1. When we praise God then we are also in harmony with His creation.  God is wonderfully generous in every way as we receive so much that we just take for granted.  God is to be praised for who He is.  He is wonderful and majestic in every way.  We need to appreciate all this about God and when we honor God in this way in our giving it helps us to do so.
2. Ex. 15:11; Ps. 8:1-9
CONC:
1. Our stewardship before God is not a burden but instead a wonderful opportunity to not only grow mentally, spiritual and physically, but also an opportunity to bring praise to our God.  Jesus said, “Let your light shine before people, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
2. Let us not become weary in doing good, for in time we will reap a harvest if we don’t give up.  Jesus gave parables about sowing and reaping and like the farmer we must be patient for the harvest.  We are sowing seed that will produce fruit in eternity.  “Sell your possessions and give to the poor.  Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Lk. 12:33-34)
