Seek the Lord while He may be found
Isa. 55

INTRO:

1. Last week during our prayer time I challenged us to spend time seeking God and especially through prayer and fasting.  I mentioned that the only scripture that gives instruction on fasting is in Isaiah—it is found in Isaiah 58.  Take time to read that this week and notice now different God’s idea of fasting is from ours.  However seeking the Lord isn’t just some method but a condition of our heart and mind in understanding how God is found and known.  It becomes obvious that God desires to have a relationship with us and an intimate one at that.  This is the point the Hebrew writer is making when he says: “But our High Priest, Jesus Christ, offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time.  Then he sat down in the place of honor at God’s right hand. There he waits until his enemies are humbled and made a footstool under his feet.  For by that one offering he forever made perfect those who are being made holy.  And the Holy Spirit also testifies that this is so.  For he says, ‘This is the new covenant I will make with my people on that day, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.’ Then he says, ‘I will never again remember their sins and lawless deeds.’  And when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices.  And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus.  By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place.  And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s house, let us go right into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him.  For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water.  Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise.” (Heb. 10:12-23)
2. We are challenged to seek the Lord while He may be found and to call on Him while He is near.  Does this mean that God is in hiding at times?  No, but it demonstrates that we don’t always have the opportunity to seek Him.  Jeremiah tells us that the best thing we can do is to truly know YAHWAH and understand that He brings justice and righteous to the earth through the demonstration of His unfailing love.
3. But in our seeking we too often are looking for what we want to satisfy our own desires and then expect God to bless us.  But as we learn what God wants and what we want are entirely different.  And what we want is not the best for us and often it is harmful.  Today as we read our scripture text notice the contrast from what God desires with what we want.
4. READ TEXT—Isa. 55
DISCUSSION:
I. Come to Me (YAHWAH)
1. Come, come to Me; Listen, listen to Me; Give ear and come to Me; hear Me.  This is YAHWAH’s plea in these first three verses in Isaiah 55.  It is obvious that God desires to be in a relationship with us.  So why is it so hard for us to know and understand God?
2. For one thing, we want things that don’t satisfy, that perish and that leave us empty.  We are so caught up with this worlds ways and things that we don’t even know or see what God has to offer.

3. “Come,” God says to all who are thirsty, “Come to the water that truly quenches our thirst and food that truly satisfies.”  What kind of drink and food is this?  It is spiritual food that fills our spiritual hunger, but too often is masked with the fleshly desires.  Jesus told a parable to illustrate this very point: Lk. 8:5-15
4. Why spend money on what is not bread and labor for what does not satisfy?  This is what happens when we seek our own interest instead of seeking what interests God.  Our ways and thoughts are not God’s ways and thoughts.  Do you understand the difference?  Seek the things which are in heaven and not the things of this world.  Set your minds on Christ who is our life so that you can put to death the things that are of our earthly nature.  This means clothing ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patient endurance.  We must bear with one another and forgive whatever grievances we have with each other.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on agape love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
II. Seek YAHWAH now
1. The problem is not that God is hiding but that we don’t understand the urgency and dire need that we have to seek Him.  Some may ask, “Why is this so hard?”  Because we are so hard headed or more accurately hard hearted.  We naturally resist the things of God.  So we must become open to Him.  This is God’s prevenient grace at work in us, to draw us to the place where we will seek Him.  
2. But there are two risks here: 1) We will not always be open to God’s call and 2) We will not always have the time to seek God.  “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” (Heb. 4:7)  “Now it the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Cor. 6:2)

3. So give ear to YAHWAH and come to Him and your soul will live.  Otherwise you will suffer eternal separation from God.  If you seek the Lord His promise is that He will make an everlasting covenant with you and you will hear the best words in all eternity, “Well done good and faithful child.”
III. You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace

1. The mountains and the fields will burst into song before you, and all the trees will clap their hands.  Where thorns once grew now lovely green trees take their place and this becomes an everlasting sign of God’s power and love.
2. This reminds me of the song from the movie “The Sound Of Music:”

The hills are alive
With the sound of music
With songs they have sung
For a thousand years
The hills fill my heart
With the sound of music
My heart wants to sing ev'ry song it hears
My heart wants to beat like the wings of the birds 
That rise from the lake to the trees
My heart wants to sigh like a chime that flies
From a church on a breeze
To laugh like a brook when it trips and falls
Over stones on its way
To sing through the night
Like a lark who is learning to prey
I go to the hills
When my heart is lonely
I know I will hear
What I've heard before
My heart will be blessed
With the sound of music
And I'll sing forevermore
3. God is the creator of music and He puts His songs in our hearts.  This is why the longest book in the Bible is a song book.  God is to be praised in every way.  This is all for YAHWAH’S renown and an everlasting sign to all of creation and it will never be destroyed.  Do you realize what this means?  Our lives in Christ Jesus are becoming an everlasting sign of YAHWAH for His renown.  In other words our lives are illustrious of God’s preeminence, and prestige.  What a great honor it is to have such a privilege.  This gives new meaning to this song that is sung unto the Lamb: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language 
and people and nation.

You have made them to be
a kingdom and priests
to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth.
Worthy is the Lamb, 
who was slain,
to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!”

To him who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb
be praise and honor 
and glory and power,
forever and ever!  Amen!”

Revelation 5:9-14

4. We will have joy in the midst of whatever circumstance.  Like the apostle Paul we can rejoice in every situation because Christ has given us His peace which strengthens us.
5. This is the fruit of seeking God and eating that which is good.  We can then delight in the richest of fare and our cup runs over.  Ps. 23
6. Isn’t it wonderful to seek YAHWAH and to find Him?  Our only boast should be this: To truly know and understand who YAHWAH is, to know His unfailing love and to know that He brings about justice and righteousness.  In this the Lord delights. (Jer. 9:24)  Does God delight in you?
