God’s Mission In The World
2 Cor. 5:11-21

INTRO:

1. This year at our church conference we will be focusing on worship in a new and fresh way which will help us to more effectively live our lives to please the Lord.  John Piper has said, “Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church, worship is.  Missions exist, because worship doesn’t.”  This becomes the case because we tend to divide our lives into compartments so we can do what we want at certain times.  But our whole life should be a praise offering to God which would be our spiritual act of worship.  
2. So here is how I would put it: “Our mission derives its existence out of our praise to God.”  Peter said, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”  This declaration of praise is more than just words; it is the expression of our entire life lived unto God.

3. This is what it means to be God’s ambassador.  An ambassador is one who acts on behalf of another—in this case we are acting on God’s behalf.  This is brought out clearly in 2 Cor. 5.
4. READ TEXT—1 Cor. 5:11-21
5. First let’s look at this in light of God’s mission for Israel
DISCUSSION:

I. Israel was to be a light to the Gentiles—Isa. 42:6
1. While Israel wasn’t called to change other nations, they were charged with demonstrating through their national existence the glory of God—Isa. 42:8-13
2. Israel would be the conduit that brings the true light of God into the world—Lk. 2:25-32
II. Jesus is the light of the world—John 8:12--“I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
1. The light exposes the evil deeds done in darkness—John 3:19-21
2. The light fills us so we are a light bearer—“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” (2 Cor. 4:6)
3. The reason God has placed this light in weak fleshly vessels is so that the light would be seen to come from God.  How does this happen?  In and through our weakness: 2 Cor. 4:8-11
4. We don’t like suffering but it is God’s way of shining His light through us.  As Peter declares: “If you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps.” (1 Pet. 2:20-21)
III. Let your light shine—“Let your light shine before men, that they may see our good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Mt. 5:16)
1. When we think of God’s mission for His church we often think of evangelism and this in terms of converting people to Christ.  But that is not God’s mission for us.  Only Jesus can save someone; all we can do is be a witness of Jesus to them.
2. In our statement of faith it begins with this statement: We are a fellowship committed to the great commandment and the great commission.  I want to share a quote from this book entitled, “The Mission of God”, page 60: “Here, then, we have a very clear imperative—to love God with the totality of our being and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  This could easily be described, with even more justification, as ‘the great commission,’ for it governs the whole of our lives, whatever our specific calling.  This fundamental great twin commandment (the love commandment) certainly precedes, underlies and governs the so-called great commission itself, for we cannot make disciples of the nations without love for God and love for them.”  End of quote.

3. The life you live is the evangelism of God in the world.  This is what it means to be an ambassador for Christ.  Paul sums it up in 1 Thess. 4:11-12—“Make it your ambition to lead a quite life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.”
4. In this way we present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God as our spiritual act of worship.  When we love our neighbor in the same way we love ourselves we will then serve our neighbor when he needs help and in this way shine the light of Christ into their dark world.  Then the Holy Spirit can convict them of sin, righteousness and judgment and they will call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and He will save them.

5. As Paul said in another place, we are to cultivate the ground, plant the seed and water it, but God makes it grow.  
6. Next week I will look at how this is to work out in us as a fellowship of believers called the body of Christ.  Some say we could just meet in our homes and of course that is true but it is obvious that God has blessed us with this facility here.  This, then should be used for the glory of God.  Here’s a question to ponder this week: Why does God designate and describe us collectively as “the body of Christ”?  I will give you a clue verse to consider—Eph. 2:21.
7. So today we have seen that God’s mission in the world was first 
I.  Israel was to be a light to the Gentiles, second
II.  Jesus is the light of the world, and third
III.  We are to let our light, which comes from Jesus, shine before the 
world
